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CONSULTATION ON SUPPORT FOR VOLUNTARY AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITY

Your views are wanted on what kind of support services are needed to encourage voluntary and community activity and self-help
There is a County Council public consultation process now underway via an online questionnaire and a series of consultation meetings during July (which have only just been announced).    Further details follow.
The County Council is reviewing the way in which it funds organizations like ORCC and Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary Action (OCVA) to provide a range of support services to encourage voluntary, community and faith organizations to achieve their aims and aspirations (otherwise known as “infrastructure support”).  OCC currently provides separate streams of funding to ORCC and OCVA but from April 2012 wants to issue one joint contract.

The County Council wants the views of local voluntary and community groups and community members on what kind of support they would like to have in order to design its future single contract for services.

The Council is proposing that the following are the key benefits which the work of OCVA and ORCC as infrastructure support providers should aim to achieve: 

· volunteering (social action) is promoted and developed as an expectation not an exception 
· communities across Oxfordshire are empowered to identify issues, develop community-led projects and find their own solutions
· voluntary and community organisations are active in raising the role and importance of the sector in delivering services, influencing policy and shaping Oxfordshire's communities 
· voluntary organisations have access to the information, advice and tools necessary to increase their effectiveness.

They want your views on whether you agree that these are the right outcomes to aim for and/or whether you want to make any different or additional suggestions.  What kind of support services will voluntary and community organizations and community members need?

The consultation ends on 12 September 2011.  To have a look at the consultation document which sets out the background to the proposals and to access the online response questionnaire, go to the OCC website:

Oxfordshire County Council Consultation Portal - Infrastructure Support For Voluntary and Community Organisations in Oxfordshire - Consultation Homepage
The local consultation meetings are as follows (venues to be confirmed):

Witney - Wednesday 13 July 10am-12 noon
Oxford - Wednesday 20 July 10am-12 noon
Banbury - Thursday 21 July 2pm-4pm
Abingdon - Wednesday 27 July 2pm-4pm
September date to be confirmed
If you are interested in attending one of these, email compact@oxfordshire.gov.uk or phone the administration team on 01865 328281 to let them know your 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices for dates. You will be sent confirmation of the date and more information about the venue.
For further information on the consultation, contact Meryl Smith, Deputy Chief Executive on meryl.smith@oxonrcc.org.uk. 
ORCC is a company limited by guarantee (no. 2461552) and a charity (no. 900560)
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